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IniezioneIniezione   

We live in a stunning portion of the world.  To 
confirm that, all you have to do is join one of 
our Half Fast Lap tours in your Alfa Romeo.  
This year we discovered some of the great 

roads in Eastern Oregon, as well as the Colum-
bia River Gorge with its beautiful waterfalls.  

We gathered in Tukwila on the morning of Sep-
tember 15, before 
heading to our first 

stop at the Nisqually 
Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
near Olympia.   The 
weather was very nice 

so we enjoyed an 
hour walking the na-
ture trails, spotting 
birds, trees, plants, 
deer, and even some 
really cool frogs.   

This NWR comprises 
nearly 1000 acres of 
the Nisqually River 
delta that had been 
diked, drained, 
and farmed for the 

last 100 years, but 

now is being re-
turned to the na-
tive river estuary 
and habitat.  I en-
joyed the ñBeware 
of Squirrelsò signs at the refuge.   

We gathered an additional car as Joe & Lynn 
Faherty met us before we rejoining I -5 South 
for a few more miles.  Our route took us to the 

Washington side of the Columbia River.  Arriv-
ing in the town of Washougal for lunch at 
Popaôs Ice Cream & Deli.  Washougal was far 
more hospitable with its sunshine and nice food 
than it was for Lewis  & Clark when they stayed 

here for 6 rainy days 206 years ago.  Some of 
us even enjoyed the used book sale with a price 

of $1 per bag -o-books.  Camera crews were 
filming scenes for a publicity shot to promote 
Washougal and captured our members as we 
arrived into town.  Watch for that on a late 
night ad in the future.   
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After lunch, we continued eastward on the twisty, scenic Washington 
SR 14.  This highway starts in lush western forest, then transitions 

past and sometimes through, the towering Basalt bluffs that stand as 

much as 800 feet tall, then eventually transitions to the dry arid 
grasslands east of the Gorge.  This unique terrain is the only level 
path through the Cascade Mountains.  Created a few million years 
back as the Cascades started to rise up, volcanoes flowed lava, inland 

seas drained 
while continen-

tal plates liftedé 
this river ex-
isted and stayed 
its course.   It 
was here first!  

Some of us stopped at Beacon Rock, the 848ô tall basalt rock that is 
simply a volcanic cone from long ago.  We followed the 1 mile trail 
to the viewpoint on top that uses 50+ switchbacks and numerous 

foot bridges to scale the rock.  From the top, thereôs nice views of 

the river, cliffs, dams, and everything that is the Columbia Gorge.  
From this vantage point you can take a moment to thank former 
President Ron Reagan who, in 1986, officially created the 85 mile 
long Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area which covers both 
Washington and Oregon sides of the river and prevents develop-
ment that would spoil the natural landscape.    Thanks Ron!  

Some people chose to skip Beacon Rock in favor of the Columbia 
Gorge Interpretive Center in Stevenson.  This center has a number 

of displays showing the history of the native people, Lewis & Clark, 
and the changing industry and resources in the area.  It also has 
displays showing the cataclysmic formation of some of the unique 
Gorge features thanks to Glacial Lake Missoula and the massive 
floods that passed this way about 15,000 years ago.   (Imagine a 
flood surge of water 750 to 800 feet higher than the current river.)  

Along the hillsides, we passed the re-
mains of the Broughton Lumber Flume 
which had been a 9 mile long flume 

that carried the rough cut logs from the 
upper plateau down to the mill on the 
banks of the Columbia River.  This 
flume was the last working flume in the 
country, finally closing in 1986.  Before 
it closed it was used in numerous mov-
ies and even the Lassie TV show.  We 

also passed the Maryhill Museum, the 
former home (for a very short time) of 
Sam and Mary Hill.  Now itôs a museum to their collection of interna-
tional travels and friendships.  Sam Hill also built the Stonehenge 
replica that many of us stopped to see.  This replica is the same size 

Looking east from Beacon Rock by Gordy H.  

On the Beacon Rock trail by Arlene J.  

Evening at Stonehenge by Gordy H.  

Harryôs Quad enjoying the evening by Arlene J. 
Alfas at Stonehenge by Gordy H.  

Half Lapping Contôd... 
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as Stonehenge in England, 
but the local one was built in 

1918 as a memorial to the 
servicemen of Klickitat 

County who died in the 
ñGreat Warò and was Sam 
Hill's monument to heroism 
and peace.  

By the time the last of us 
arrived at our hotel in The 
Dalles, Oregon, Paul and 
Kristy already had a party 
going in their room.  The 

party was easy to find with 
the large Alfa Romeo flag 
flying outside their room.  
The hotel was also well iden-
tified with numerous Alfa Ro-

meo logos posted in the 

lobby, bar, restaurant, tractor, and moreé turns out that Doc & Gloria Doolittle had spiced up the place a bit prior to our 
arrival.  By this time, we had our full gathering of Alfisti; Ken & Louisa Case, Dave & Jane Emerson, Bill & Judy Gehring, 
Thomas & Arlene Jermann, George & Marie Bradshaw, Harry Reed, Fred Russell, Cindy Akana, Gordy Hyde, Brian OôKelly, 

Hans Kruger, Joe & Lynn Faherty, Goerges & Arlette 
Hebrant, Merril, Heidi, & Dillon Gordon, Doc & Gloria 
Doolittle, and Paul & Kristy Affolter.  Not a bad seed in 
the bunch.  

Sunday was set aside for driving, and driving we did!  
We headed eastward out of town and quickly brought 

smiles to people as we headed up Fulton Canyon Road.  
After crossing some grasslands we dropped into Green 
Valley and to Oregon Raceway Park (ORP) for a tour and 
driving lesson.  As an instructor at this new course, Doc 
gave us all the driver talk covering the best lines 

through turns, braking zones, hazards, and targets.  
Then off we went as a group lapping the track clockwise 

at first.  Next we all reversed course and tried the track 
counter clockwise.   Very fun and I look forward to get-
ting the club back down for a track event here one day.   

Next, we headed to Shaniko then the wonderful roads 
that lead down into Antelope.  Locals will remember that 

Antelope, though a small dusty town, was famous for the 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh who settled here in the early 
80s setting up his  community called Rajneeshpuram.  
His followers seemed rather cult like, clashed with locals 
and local government, tried to sabotage a local election, 
all while the Bhagwan drove a fleet of Rolls Royce cars.   

We continued our wandering through the scenic John 
Day River Valley.  This river is the third longest free 

flowing (no dams) river in the lower USA.   Lunch was at 

Dillon rides a tractor at 
our Hotel by Dave E.  

Fred, Gloria, and Doc 
check out the ñAlfaò 
steam tractor by Harry R  

Ready for lapping at ORP by Merril G.  

In the Half Pipe at ORP by Gordy H.  
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Timber Wolf Café in the small town of Fossil.  They had just enough room for us and the special of the day was Spaghetti 

Alfetta.  Heading out for more driving we wound our way over hill and dale past towns like Spray, Hardman, Ruggs, Con-

don, and Wasco.  The roads snake their way to valley floors and then back up over ridges and to understand the elevation 
change, the ridges are as high as 4612 feet and the valleys as low as only 900 feet elevation.  A few nervous passengers 
will tell stories for years to come, and a couple deer are still shaking on the shoulder, but no lasting damage was done 
that Iôm aware of.    

After a long day on the road, we returned to The Dalles, and Judy Gehring found us a place we could all dine together 
called The Clocktower.  The food, location, and service were all very good with the evening entertainment being Joe 
Faherty being stopped by the police on some trumped up charges about going the wrong way on a one way.  Really?  How 
did the police know he was going the wrong way until after they stopped him to ask where he was going?   

Monday arrived and we lost a couple people who headed back early.  The rest 
headed westward on the road to the famed Rowena Loops road and stopping 

at the Rowena Crest viewpoint.  This road is part of Columbia Gorge Scenic 
Highway, built by Sam Hill and others with an emphasis on both providing 
scenic views, but also not changing or damaging the natural beauty of the 
area.  They achieved both and gave us great twisty pavement.   Our wander-
ing then took us to Panorama Point Park which sits centrally between 11, 

249ô high Mount Hood (Oregon) and 12,281ô high Mount Adams 

(Washington).  This spot is often very 
scenic but the haze from distant forest 

fire obscured our views of these two 
mountains even though they were less 
than 25 miles away from us.  

Our next stop was at Western Antique Aeroplane and Automobile 
Museum (WAAAM) in Hood River.  WAAAM has numerous antique 
airplanes all meticulously restored that all still fly!  The automobile 

collection varies in age from 1899 to the 1960's with the oldest car 
being an 1899 Locomobile Steam Car. Among the other rare cars are 
Franklins from 1909, Rolls Royce, Model T, Pontiac, Hudson, Cor-

vette, a Mercedes 300SL, Austin Mini, Honda 600 Sedan, and much 
more. They had a number of other wonderful displays and collections 
like cameras, fishing lures, and more.  We were schooled with the 
help of two docents that gave us guided tours!  The pizza arrived at 
the museum for our lunch surrounded by the vintage displays.   We 
couldnôt pry Joe and Lynn away from the place and were forced to leave 

them behind.   

We entered the gorge area staying on the Oregon side of the Columbia 

River with its multitude of scenic waterfalls.   The first stop was at 
Horsetail Falls where we took turns photographing the graceful water-
fall.  We then drove another 3 miles up the Historic Columbia Gorge 

Half Lapping Contôd... 

Rowena Loops  

Timber Wolf Café by Gordy H.  

Twisting back down into the John Day Valley  

Panorama Point by Gordy H.  

Museumé by Gordy H. 

Museumé by Gordy H. 
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Name:  _____________________________________________________________________  

Spouse: ____________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________  

Home Phone: ____________________________________________________________ ___  

Alt. Phone: _________________________________________________________________  

E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________  

Do you wish to be affiliated with the local Alfa Club?    Yesé.      NWARC  

Please indicate your interests:  

 Technical______ Tours______ Social_______ Rally_______ Vintage Cars_______  

 Cost: $63 annual AROC dues includes $3 NWARC affiliation fee  

     Make check payable to:   ALFA ROMEO OWNERS CLUB       

                                     �2�U�«��Online registration        http://www.aroc - usa.org/             N
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Highway to the Multnomah Falls (featured on page 1).  
This is the most familiar falls along here as its been 
used in marketing and advertising.  The falls drop in a 

double step past the scenic Benson Bridge crossing to 

make for a nice picture.  The third stop in the area was 
at Vista House on Crown Point.  Samuel Lancaster, the 
scenic highway's chief engineer, believed that this spot, 
located atop a 733 - foot sheer cliff overlooking the Co-
lumbia River, was one of the most spectacular vistas in 
the world.  He felt it was ideal for "an observatory from 
which the view both up and down the Columbia could be 

enjoyed in silent communion with the infinite.  

We elected to swing past the View Point Inn for a quick 

stop.  The Inn was a nice B&B that overlooked the river 
and was chosen by the Twilight movie makers for film-
ing the Prom scenes.  They had a nice lit up pagoda out-

side and lots of vampire passion.  Unfortunately, less than a year ago, the place burned and has been closed ever since.  
Either way, we enjoyed walking where the actors walked.  We then drove the short drive to 

our last official stop at the Portland Womenôs Forum Viewpoint that affords great views back 

at both Vista House and the View Point Inn.  We said our goodbyes to each other as some 
headed home, to stops, or wandered late into the evening on the way back to Seattle.  

The last 3 cars wandered Green Mountain Road, small towns, passed the ñworlds largest 

eggò in Winlock, chatted with the local police, ate Mexican food, and safely made it home.  
Another great time, on fantastic roads, with some of the best people on the planet.   
Nice Half -Lap and thanks goes to all who went, helped, and shared photos!  
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Half Lapping Contôd... 

Vista House overlooks the smoky 
haze in the Columbia River Gorge  

View Point Inn by Gordy H.  

Horsetail Falls  


