The newsle

New Year's Day, 2014, brought an opportunity for car folks to get out their favorite ride and join the Alfa Romeo club

for their annual New Year's Day run. Understand it's not that Alfa Romeo owners are against football o they're just itch-

ing to get out for a spin rather than sit home and watch football.

Put together by Fred Russell, this has become an NWARC event not to miss,
and the weather is usually pretty good. I'm guessing he's connected, or
maybe the car gods just look on us enthusiasts with a bit of compassion.

This year we met up at a West Seattle Starbucks to get a cup of coffee and
a briefing on the run that would take us by ferry to the north end of Vashon
Island for a driving tour down the island.

One of the nice things about the Alfa club is they are true enthusiasts, and

always eager to invite other car clubs to share in their activities. This year

Fiat club members were out in force, joining a couple of brave souls driving
their very nicely restored

Gathering at the starting point. MGA's with tops down, a

couple of Ferrari club die-
hards, a couple from the
Whidbey Island sports car
club, a Mini, and even an
RX7. The Sunbeam Tiger
club had also been invited
but as none showed, they
missed out on a good
time.
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New Year 6s Drive Contoéd. ..

_The gathering of participants at the town of Docton on
the smaller Maury Island. Photo by _Jim_Simpsen -+

The tour wound
through parts of
West Seattle and Alki
to the Vashon ferry,
making up most of

its load by the time
we set sail. Once on
Vashon, we were
treated to a wonder-
ful drive up and

down hill on some of
the nicest twisty
roads | have seen in
alongtime &
woohoo! We stopped
at the Old Country
Store and walked
across the street to
see the legendary
bicycle in the tree.
Several of uls
buying the local lore

as to how it got
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New Year 6s Drive Cont 6d.
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most likely placed there by space
aliens. The owners of the Old Country
Store could not have been more hos-
pitable. They had fresh coffee and
great merchandise plus door prizes,

M1 nice ones. Then it was back out on
the road for more Vashon sightseeing
with a photo op on t
of Dockton Park before heading to the
ferry. (Editorés notje:
treated to watching the Maury Island
polar bear swimmers who squealed
pretty good as they jumped into the
cold water of Quartermaster Harbor.)

;’ At this point the group split up, some
'] to enjoy lunch on Vashon and drive
/ back to the north ferry, others to
head off island to the south for >
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British Invasion ‘ Fred R

visit Lemay and were rewarded with a visual

What is wonderful about the Lemay Museum is it's a celebration of automotive

styling. The day we visited, we saw everything from the timeless Tucker to a

George Barris Flinstone car, the drive of choice of the Flintstone

family. It's a reminder of how diverse automotive design taste really

is. While many of the cars on display in the incredible 6 -level build-
ing are from Mr. Lemay's collection, the exhibits change regularly

and include cars on loan from all over the country. Plenty to see

and do in this well  -lit, amazing structure next to the Tacoma Dome.

After a couple of hours rumbling through the museum, it was getting
|l ate and time to head home. Typical
drives, it was a magical day we won't forget for some time.

Hope to see all of you on the drive next year. It is always different,
well planned and a good time.

65 Corvette GS Fred R
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lunch in Tacoma and a visit to Lemay 0Americads Car Museum. Mo s |



