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Any of you who have done the Tulip Rallye knows that humor is a key element 
as you drive the scenic roads of Skagit Valley answering goofy questions with 
equally goofy answers.  It helps to have a goofy sense of humor with these 
events.  When the question asks ñWhat color is the truck at 31746?ò, you know 

to watch for addresses and when itôs a fire station you can put in the answer of 
RED.  The challenge becomes tougher when the humor factors in with questions 
like óNot likely to find kryptonite here.ò with the answer being a street named 
Lois Lane.   

This year the MG Car Club NWC had both a new event master, plus a new volun-

teer (Bert Cripe) who made the route and humorous route guide.  The event 
leader returned to an orderly numerical start after last yearôs jumbled beginning 
that allowed everyone to start whenever.  The route guides were handed out 
with directions sending some going one way and others the reverse path.  They 
record the start time and mileage then note your car number on your wind-
shield.  At 9:34 AM on April 19, we headed out.  

Within the first 300 feet, we realized we already missed the first two answers.  
After a quick turn around, we got goofy looks from other drivers until they too 
realized they missed the first two answers.  Back on track, we headed north 
through Burlington, then wandered backroads with short stints on Hwy 20 and 

Hwy 9.  The meandering route took us west under I - 5 before dropping us down 
near Bow and past my favorite restaurant ðThe Rhododendron Caf®; but we had no time to stopé so cruel.  Since we 
wound back over I -5 towards Sedro Woolley again, we crossed paths with other Rallye cars, often going opposite direc-
tions.  I loved this since it created doubt in my mind as well as theirs.  Are we on the right road?  The goofy questions 
kept coming, and the route guide seemed error free!  After 3 hours, it returns us to the Skagit Valley Mall, where we 

started, to cross the finish line and record our time and mileage and hand in the answer sheets.   

NWARC had nine teams competing this year.  At the start, Wes Ingram met us to visit and see us off.  Thanks Wes!  
Our club representation included Harry & Elsie Reed in their silver Spider Quad; Thomas and Arlene Jermann driving 
their matching Alfa Spider; Bill & Mary Banta who left their GTV at Park Place and 
competed anyway; Miguel Salguero who drove his red Milano, and Barry & Kathy Con-
stant drove their 65 Giulia Spider.  Our California member, Steve Schaeffer, brought 
his friend Shelly to keep him out of trouble and Kristy and Paul Affolter drove their 

comfy BMW.  Last yearôs winners, Taylor and Madi Russell arrived in their Honda with 
plans to beat their dad once again.  Hoping not  to get beaten again, I was there with 
Cindy Akana and drove her Alfa 164.  One other Alfa owner and hopefully a future club 
member was Kelly and her partner drove a red Spider Graduate that Kelly just re-
ceived for her birthday!   

At the end, the scoring committee counted up the correct answers and applied final 
scores.  In the afternoon, they started announcing raffle winners, thanking people for 
donating money to the OSO families and food to the local food bank.  Then they an-

nounced the drive winners.  As I waited to shoot a photo, they announced Fred Russell 
and Cindy Akana as 1st place winners and I suddenly needed help to shoot the pic-
ture!  Its nice to win, even if my daughters missed a couple on purpose to help me 

out, but especially when I realized that our club has numerous scores with just 1 or 2 
points off from mine!  Yikes...I barely won!  Thanks to all who came to this fun 
event and to those who put it all together.  I liked the new humor!  
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