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              Merril Gordon Wins Alfisti of the Year       By Tony & Debi Schmid  

    In This Issue:  

We were surprised to be honored as Alfisti of the Year for 2009.  
As Debi and I returned to our table I became aware that I now 
had the daunting task of choosing the 2010 recipient!  Before 
the evening concluded, I had already made up my mind!  

 

Merril is the quintessential team player. From the first time we 
met him at the rest stop near Cle Elum on our way to taste 
wine in Yakima and Walla Walla, I was taken by his modest  
sincerity and eagerness to be involved. He has continued to 
maintain that commitment even though his job transferred to 
Spokane.  When he and Heidi returned to the area, he resumed 
his involvement in his gracious but effective manner.  His con-
tinued willingness and dedication in assuming responsibility is a 
wonderful asset to the club.  

 

The plaque presented to the "Alfisti of the Year" was 

conceived in 1988. It has been an honor to be in-

cluded in such a hallowed fraternity, many of whom 

I have had the honor to know. As the 2009 steward of the plaque and tradition, it fell to me to create a 

new way to continue the tradition.  

 

Debi and I brainstormed for the last year on how to proceed. We decided to try to use the club logo in 

some manner and thought the reincarnation of the tro-

phies created for the 2005 Potlatch would be appropri-

ate. This trophy represents the spirit of the club and will 

provide future recipients with something to be enjoyed.  

The Lorna Moore Alfisti Award Potlatch cedar box has the 

badges of all 26 years previous recipients mounted on it 

and room for 26 more. The box is to be viewed from a 

corner so that the NW Alfa Club's potlatch logo design is 

mirrored left to right.  It was our honor and pleasure to 

design and make this presentation piece for the future of 

the club.   
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    Next club events...                              
*  New Years Drive é.. Jan 1  
*  GoKart Enduro éé.  Jan 30 
*  24 Hours of Daytona   ñ     ñ 

 The NEW Alfisti of the Year Award      
   By Tony & Debi Schmid  



 

 
2009 NWARC Holiday Gala at the Museum of Flight  

Another great year for NWARC 

closes on a high note with the Holi-

day Gala.  This party has become a 

ñmust attendò event over the last 

few years thanks to a great loca-

tion, food, décor, raffle items, and 

minimal presentations!   This suc-

cessful recipe was displayed once 

again at the 2009 event on Decem-

ber 5th.   

The good turn out of people in-

cluded many of our long time mem-

bers mingling with those who re-

cently joined the club, some at-

tending one of their first events.  If you think 

the party isnôt good enough, add to it the his-

toric airplanes and fascinating displaysé wow! 

The appetizers, dinner, wine, and dessert op-

tions were very good.  This time the desserts 

were staged on their own table allowing us to 

choose what and how much we wantedé this 

helped save me from getting in trouble stealing 

from other plates on my own table.   

The Raffle table was once again a success 

thanks to our sponsors and donors and shop-

pers.  From art to food to clothesé there were 

plenty of good items and I saw a few people 

working on Christmas gift purchases.  The 

money raised met and exceeded the target so 

thanks again to all involved!  

In addition to all the conver-

sation, we enjoyed a slide 

presentation of the 2009 

Year in Review, and the Al-

fisti of the Year presentation.  

(More on page 4.)  The event 

went very well and a big 

thanks you goes to Gordy 

Hyde and Jessica Hyde for all 

their great  efforts as well as 

Kathleen Boutiette for help-

ing the crew!   

Fred R  
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Harry  

Presidentôs Column                                 By Harry Reed  

Life IS Good  
 

On December 10, Elsie and I had the opportunity to drive up North to WWU and pick up our Granddaughter, and drive her to Edmo nds  for the night.  The next 
morning we drove her to SEATAC for her flight to Boise.  Elsie and I then headed to Burien to our favorite Italian lunch spot .  Having been going there, on and off 

for the past 20 years we quickly ordered our favorite entrees and beverages.  I had the nice Italian dark beer, La Rosa.  As the  beverages arrived at our table ñBlue 
Christmasò was playing from the speakers. That would be the King; Elvis.  
I then went to the rest room and low and behold on the wall was an Alfa Romeo license plate with the words Alfa Romeo and the  logo. On another wall was a sales 
poster for the Giulietta Spider. The price was in the mid $3000 range.  Yes I did put my name on the waiting list.  Now how c ool  is that?  
 
What a great Holiday Gala we had!  It was nice to see old friends whom we may only see at the Gala.  The Silent Auction was a  hu ge success and we raised about 
$2000.  Fred Russell narrated a wonderful slide show of the clubôs year in review.  We did a lot of different things in 2009, so the presentation brought back some 

good memories and also let some people know what they missed.  As usual the food was good and the service went well. All this  wa s made possible by the many 
hours put in by Jessica and Gordy Hyde.  Jessica even went to the trouble to provide homemade cookies for each place at the t abl e, which meant an all night bak-
ing session.  How about those Alfa Romeo Holiday trees as the center piece for each table.  Father and Daughter made a great tea m, once again our thanks to both 

Jessica and Gordy.  With the countries sagging economy still in play, our attendance was down about 19 people from last year.  Wi th this in mind, we still were very 
close to the breakeven point on the Holiday Gala expenses.  I would also like to thank Ron Calkins and Kathleen Boutiette for  wo rking the silent auction and the 
Registration table.  

Once again the highlight of the evening was the presentation of the award for Alfisti of the Year. Debi and Tony Schmid, last  yearôs Alfisti of the Year presented the 
award to Merril Gordon.  Merril, a long time member of NWARC was an outstanding choice by the Schmidôs.  Judging by the applause  and nice comments, Merril 
was a very popular choice for all in attendance.  Not only did Merril win Alfisti of the Year but he received a new Alfisti o f t he Year trophy which was designed by 
Tony Schmid.  What a great looking trophy. Our old trophy had run out of space for additional names.  
 
When Merril Gordon was elected Vice President in November, he left the Activity Chair vacant.  Iôm pleased to announce that Vale rie Garner has volunteered to 
take on the Activity Chair position.   Valerie is a new member to NWARC, but not to the AROC.  Valerie has been a member of t he Oregon Chapter for some years 

now.  Welcome to our club Valerie, and we thank you for taking on the Activity Chair.  
 
It looks like I made a good decision in November to do my winter Alfa projects as my garage has been a deep freeze the last f ew weeks.  The last task I have ac-

complish on Aldo is put on his ñHardhatò.  This will be the first time in several years that I have installed my spiderôs hardto p.  I plan to go on the New Years Day 
Anti Football Drive, so I will be ready for any kind of weather.  
 
Elsie and I decided to go to Benaroya Hall and listen to Beethoven's Ninth Symphony on New Yearôs Eve; we will get back to Edmon ds in the wee hours of the 

morning.  As the designated driver I will go easy on the Champaign and have a clear head for our next dayôs drive.  I look forwa rd to seeing many of you on New 
Yearôs Day.   
 
For all those l donôt see on January first, I wish you and your family a very happy and prosperous New Year.  
 
Yes, life is good and Iôm glad to be part of the Alfa world.    Watch out for ice on the BACKROADS      Ciao, Harry 

Pasta Nova  

17310 140th Ave NE  
Woodinville, WA 98072  

(425) 483 - 3716  
 

www.pastanovaitaliano.com  
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New Yearôs Day   Anti Football Drive 

We have a fun club tradition, offering up a drive on New Yearôs Day.  If 

youôre a football fan, you probably wonôt join in.  If the weather is snow or 

ice, weôll cancel as wellé but even with last yearôs winter, we had great 

weather, a great turn out, and a great event.   

 

This year, weôll start in Seattle at Northgate Shopping Center, then head to 

the Edmonds Ferry.  Next, plenty of back roads until we find Port Townsend 

for lunch.  Returning, weôll follow Hood Canal, the cross the new Tacoma 

Narrows Bridge on the way home.  

 

Start:  January 1st at 8:30 AM.           

  (Drive away at 8:45 AM)  

  NW Corner of Northgate Shopping Mall  

  Barnes & Noble Booksellers  

   401 NE Northgate Way  Seattle  

 

Return:   Seattle area around 6:00 PM   

  (via Tacoma)  

 

For questionsé contact Fred Russell at 425 308 6621.   

See you on New Years Day!  

 Club Liaisons  Board Members   

Italian Car Club of British Columbia  

Fritz Duernberger (604) 988 7904  

 

Society of Vintage Racing  

Enthusiasts (SOVREN)  

Steve Schaeffer (206) 789 9317  

 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Oregon  

Dan Sommers (503) 274 0064  
 

www.nwalfaclub.com  
 

The Iniezione is the monthly newsletter of the 

Northwest Alfa Romeo Club, a non -profit organi-

zation of Alfa Romeo  enthusiasts. NWARC is a     

regional chapter of the national Alfa Romeo 

Owners Club (AROC). Chapter meetings are held 

the second Tuesday of every month except De-

cember.  

Membership dues are $63 per year, which in-

cludes subscriptions to the Iniezione and the 

national publication, Alfa Owner. For information 

about joining the club, contact the membership 

director, whose name appears on the previous 

page.  

 

Opinions expressed in the Iniezione are those of 

the  author and do not necessarily reflect those 

of the club.  Publication of articles describing 

technical procedures does not constitute an en-

dorsement by the club, its officers, or AROC. It is 

the responsibility of the person performing any   

procedure to accept all consequences of his or 

her actions.  

Committee  Directors    

President  
Harry Reed  
8111 184th St. SW  
Edmonds, WA  98026  
arspiderq@comcast.net  
 
Vice President  

Merril Gordon  
(206) 290 4704  

Merril.r.gordon@boeing.com  
 
Secretary  

Gordy Hyde  
425 241 9307  
gohyde@hotmail.com  
 
Treasurer  
Ron Calkins  
PO Box 33512  
Seattle, WA  98133  
(206) 403 3445  
ron_calkins@hotmail.com  
 
 
 
Activities  
TBD 
 
Competition  
TBD 
 
Membership  
Mirko Freguia  
Mirko@copperfin.com  
(425) 898 0232 x100  
__________________________  
 
Iniezione Editor  
Fred Russell  

editor@nwalfaclub.com  

 

Webmaster  

Earl Krygier  

webmaster@nwalfaclub.com  
 
Technical Editor  
Wes Ingram  
15613 ñCò Peterson Road 
Burlington, WA  98233  
(360) 707 5701  
wing@nwlink.com                                                                             

 NWARC January ñMeetingò     January 1, 2010  

We donôt plan a normal, full fledged club meeting.  Instead, during the New Years Day Drive, weôll take a couple min-

utes when everybody is together, to hold a quick official meeting.  On the agendaé the election of a new Treasurer 

and new Activities Director.   

If you tag along on the drive simply to attend the meeting, you are welcome to stay with us the whole day, or head 

back home.  
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 NWARC Gokart Enduro      Jan 30th      SyKart in Renton!  

Saturday, January 30th  

11 AM ð2pm @ Sykart  

NOON!  



 

 

 
Name: _________________________________________________________  

 
Spouse: ________________________________________________________  

  
Address:  _______________________________________________________  

  
City/State/Zip:  __________________________________________________  
  

Home Phone:  ___________________________________________________  
  

E-mail address: __________________________________________________  
  
Work Phone: ____________________________________________________  

  
Do you wish to be affiliated with the local Alfa Club, NWARC? ______________  

Please indicate your interests:  
  
Technical_____ Tours_____ Social______ Rally______ Vintage Cars  _______  

  
Cost: $60 annual + $3 to join NWARC      

Make check payable to:     ALFA ROMEO OWNERS CLUB       
E-mail:               Admin@aroc -usa.org  

Mail to:   ALFA ROMEO OWNERS CLUB      P.O. BOX 12340     KANSAS CITY, MO 64116 -0340  
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Many of us would prefer buying services from 

fellow Alfisti before looking outside the 

ñfamilyò.    

Advertisements in the newsletter  

are a win, win, win!        

1. Ad revenue goes to the club.  2. Members 

feel better about who they contact.  3. Your 

business gets added exposure during this very 

tight economy.  From contractors, attorneyôs, 

designers, printers, landscapers, etcé Spread 

your word by placing an ad.  

Advertising Rates  

Full Page:  $25  Monthly      $175  Annually  

Half Page:  $20  Monthly       $120  Annually  

Bus Card size:  $15  Monthly   $90  Annually  

E-mail a tif, or pdf file (300 DPI) to:           

editor@nwalfaclub.com  

CC ron_calkins@hotmail.com  

to arrange payment.  

 Are you advertising in Iniezione?   

Why Not?  
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On behalf of the entire NWARC, a warm and enthusiastic WELCOME to our new members:  

Tom Boldway   Mill Creek... 1986 Spider Graduate  

Kenneth & Louisa Case    Redmond  

D.M. Cook   Portland OR  

William Eastman   Portland OR  

Andrew Williams    Seattle... 1984 Spider  

Jason Stanley    Mercer Island... 1981 GTV6    

  
Thank you for taking the time and joining, weôre very glad to have you as part of the group.  
We look forward to seeing you at monthly meetings and events, and to sharing our passion of Alfa Romeo.  
 

Ciao, Mirko  
 
 Model/Series              Member Name       Contact  

GTV-6, 164                  Randy Rumley         rjrumley@yahoo.com  
164                             Dan Jardine             thosejardines@comcast.net  
GTV                             Dave Emerson         dj.emerson@comcast.net   
Everything!                  Fred Russell             FKTMRussell@msn.com  

Model/Series              Member Name       Contact  
70ôs Spiders, Series 4   Greg Miller               gmiller@pqei.com  
70ô Spiders, GTV          Fred Wright              alfafredly@hotmail.com         
Spiders (101/105)        George Gibbs           alfamale1@gmail.com  
80ôs Spiders                 Harry Reed              arspiderq@comcast.net  

The following members have volunteered to provide Alfa Mentoring!!!  



 

 Trivia Answer from December!        

Who were the driver and navigator that won the 1935 Mille Miglia?  

Carlo Pintacuda drove the Alfa Romeo P3 BiPosto as Marquis Della Stuffa  crowded in 

next to him as navigator / mechanic.  Pintacuda was chosen both for his driving skill but 

also because he and Stuffa were small enough to fit the narrow configuration. Maserati had 

converted a Type 34 Grand Prix car to a two seat 

car for use in the Mille, so Scuderia Ferrari coun-

tered by converting one of the 255HP, 2905 cc, 

supercharged Alfa P3 from a single seater 

(MonoPosto) to two seater (BiPosto) to facilitate 

the use in road races.  There is a replica built in 

Europe, but the actual, history making car be-

longs to our local car collector Greg Whitten.  

 

The 1935 Mille Miglia started with Varzi driving 

the Maserati Type 34 car.  Varzi was in second place with Pintacuda 18 seconds behind in 

third place by the time they reached Bologna.  Then on the way to Florence, Varzi had oil 

pickup problems and slowed. The rain fell hard as the race continued heading south out of 

the mountains.  As the cars made it to Rome, Pintacuda had taken the lead by 17 minutes 

over second place.  Rumor was that it would have been more of a lead but he had been 

warned by the team in Siena, to slow it down.  

  

From Rome, they headed to the Adriatic coast and then raced northward.  The rain contin-

ued while Pintacuda led the Mille Miglia at a new record pace.  The story is that with a 

commanding lead he wasnôt even driving near the P3ôs limit.  They rolled into Brescia and 

crossed the finish line for the win, 3 minutes faster than the previous yearôs record speed.   

Incidentally, I met an Argentinean who lives near, and knows, Pintacudaôs daughter.  He 

tells me that she is proud of her fatherôs race history and the large Mille Miglia trophy cup 

is displayed in her homeé holding dried flowers.     Fred R  
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Alfa Romeo 
designers made 

that one!  

 


