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The New Year starts out full of people and events!     In This Issue:  

The NWARC once again met for our annual New Yearôs Day 

drive to Anacortes, and a visit to Fred Scheuddekoppôs busi-

ness (Autostrada).  With this being our 4th year of doing 

this event, itôs turning into a great tradition.   

Fred Russell helped organize it this year, and threw in some 

very nice surprises.  Normally we have a nice scenic drive 

straight up from Seattle to Anacortes, but this time our 

group met at the Mukilteo -Clinton ferry dock.   

There were quite a few Alfa Romeos in attendance.  Randy 

Rumley was in his GTV -6, Fred Russell with his 164S, Phil 

Edwards brought his Berlina loaded with myself, and Tho-

mas & Vincent Moll as his passengers.  The Berlina makes a 

fine mode of transportation for four.  Joe Faherty was driv-

ing his ófreeô Milano.  Amongst a few others was Fred Wright 

driving his new Mini Clubman.  

After our short ferry ride to Whidbey Is-

land, our first stop was the garage of Jim 

Simpson, just outside of the town of Clin-

ton.  Surprises donôt get a whole lot better 

than this.  Itôs not often one visits a car 

collection and gets to see cars theyôve 

never laid eyes on before.  Jim has an 

eclectic collection, but focuses on ó60ôs, 

ó70ôs  and even a few 90ôs era rare Japa-

nese iron.  He's restored more post WWII Lancias than anyone else.  He's into Lancias and 

Alfas, and the exotics, but mostly Japanese.  He also builds new bodies, steel or fiberglass, 

from scratch.   
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    Next events...                              
*  Club Meeting éé.....Feb 10 
*  Chili Cook Offé.é.éFeb 21 
*  Novice School.éé.éMar  7 

View from Mukilteo Ferry 
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Jim was a very good story teller, as 

each of his cars has a good story to 

tell.  Among the cars we discussed 

were his pair of Lamborghini Jaramas, 

a Lancia Fulvia, parked next to the 

very sexy Nissan Silvia.  There was a 

1972 Nissan Skyline, next to the 

Mazda Cosmo 110, next to the Fiat 

1500, Alfa Jr. Z.  He's got a slew of 

Miatas, all rebodied to his own fancy.  

In the other building was something 

I'd never seen, a quite cool looking 

Osi bodied Ford Taunus.  He had a 

Griffith with a modern injected Ford 

V8.  One more surprise was an early 

'70s Skyline GT -R of all things.  Just 

madness.  There were lots of other 

cars around, but funnily enough, the 

car that everybody gawked at was his 1990 Toyota Sera.  Never imported into the USA, 

it was a very pretty car with butterfly style gullwing doors (as seen on the McLaren F1).  

Definitely made a statement, and gathered a lot of attention among the big dog cars 

there.  

Jim and Mazda have worked closely together.  They gave him a prototype 929 back in the 

day and he shortened the chassis by a foot and made a Nardi Tribute body from scratch, 

including the doors, in steel. The car is known as the Nardi Blue Ray III.  I had met Jim 

years ago at the Pier 61 Concours when he was showing his unique Lancia Blue Ray 2.  Jim 

has certainly been there, done that, and shared some great tips about locating and moving 

cars  from other states or countries.  It was such a surprise to see this compound, and such 

creativity.  

Our next stop was the home and garage of Barrie and 

Karen Hutchinson.  They have a lovely view home on a 

bluff overlooking the sound, but where was the garage?  

After a short walk through the woods, this car hangar be-

Seating enough for 12? 

Nissan Skyline GTR 

Custom-bodied Miata, one of many 

Toyota Sera  

Nissan Silvia 

Gôraj Mahal 

Gôraj Mahal 
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came visible. You could just feel the 

envy of the alfisti who have smaller 

garages, which was probably 99.9% 

of the club.  He had a Cord up in the 

air, so it was quite interesting looking 

underneath.  In the garbage was a 

very rare $2500 aluminum oil pan from the Cord, exploded.  

Months back the fuel pump malfunctioned and pumped fuel 

into the crankcase when the engine was stopped.  He went 

to start it and the gas in the sump ignited sending a fireball 

out of the open engine bay.  The oil filler cap ricocheted off the open bonnet and into the 

wall, hard.  The oil pan was blown apart pretty well.  The engine was fine, and started just 

fine once oil, oil pan, and cap were replaced.   He had a 2600 Alfa there as well.  Thanks 

goes to Jay Nuxoll and his wife for our connection to the Hutchinsons.  

We made it to Autostrada after a very scenic journey up Whidbey Island.   Fred S. and his 

family put on their usual great show with food and drinks.  Ulrich Lanius' rally winning 

Giulia Super was there, along with Wes Ingram and Darren Walker, both key figures into 

the making of the car.  My old GTA has gone back east, but Tomas LaCosta had another 

GTA there, in white, for Fred S. to rebuild.  There were door prizes for everyone!   

Afterwards we went to Wes' shop, 

and had a good discussion on the 

twin spark engine he was building 

there.   

Pretty damned fine day for a 

bunch of car guys.  

Happy New Year,  

Steve S.  

Very nice Cord 

Alfa 2600 

Fred S. and his family! 

Fred S. has every-

body's attention. 

Door Prize Table!!! 

Wes Ingram holds court 

Story by Steve Schaeffer  

Photos thanks to the Scheuddekoppôs, 
Kingstones, and Steve S.  
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Presidentôs Column                                 By Harry Reed  

A Good Start to a Good Year.  

2009 has started with two wonderful events and great turnouts at each event. The New Years Day Anti Football drive with visit s t o Autostrada and Ingram Inter-

prises had over forty people at one time or another during the event.  The karting event at SyKart had 32 drivers who were fl yin g very low around the track, lots of 

smiles as drivers were getting out of the car for the next team member.  

 

Iôm really looking forward to our February meeting, when Wes Ingram and Herb Sanborn will tell us about their experience with Alfa Romeo, Montrealôs in Luxem-

bourg. The meeting will be at Lombardiôs in Issaquah.   (Freshly reopened after winter flood damage. editor)  

 

We received an invitation from the ñFiat Enthusiasts Northwestò club to attend their third annual All-Italian Car Show. This eve nt will be held at the TripleX Root Beer 

Drive - In in Issaquah on Sunday, April 26, 2009. More information will be in the March newsletter.  

 

We had a good response from our members to the Event Survey at the Holiday gala; we have enclosed the same survey in the news let ter in hope of getting a re-

sponse from those who did not attend the Holiday Gala.  This survey will help us plan for events that more members will want to take part in.  (Please complete the 

survey and mail it back to us!)   

We are in need of a Chairperson or Chairpersons to head up the 2009 Holiday Gala. Jane Emerson and Rita Ingram have decided t o s tep down as the Chair People of 

this event.  We have again reserved the Museum of Flight for early December 2009. Jane and Rita have a very good outline and not es on how it all works with con-

tact numbers. What we need is one or two people to step forward and run the event. The Holiday Gala is our big social event o f t he year and very well attended. 

Who ever steps forward wonôt be on their own; there is a plan and support. I await your call or email!!! Thanks from all of us i n advance.  

 

Donôt forget we have a Mentoring (Buddy) programé if you need to discuss something about your Alfa contact one of the people in the program. The names are on 

page 16 of this newsletter and will be again, whenever we can fit them in.  

 

For those with Series 3 Spiders, donôt forget there is a grease fitting on the slip joint of the ñPropeller Shaftò the only grea se fitting in the car. If you have never 

given it a shot of grease now is a good time. I donôt know if other Alfa models have the slip joint with grease fitting in the d rive shaft? If someone knows please 

send the information into our newsletter editor so it can be posted in an upcoming issue.  Well, Aldo the spider is back on t he deck with no left over partôs, only 

problem is Aldo wonôt start. Working on it! 

 

When youôre on your next drive make sure you donôt take the straight line between point A and point B.  Go the long way, its alw ays better!  

Ciao,  Harry  

Pasta Nova  

17310 140th Ave NE  
Woodinville, WA 98072  

(425) 483 - 3716  
 

www.pastanovaitaliano.com  




