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TBD...  



Presidentôs Column 

The Butterfly Effect on a PR Track Day  

Statistical chaos theory says that very slight changes in initial conditions or slight 
alterations of course can result in widely different outcomes at some future point, or when 
a butterfly flaps her wings in Brazil we end up with a cold, wet  April in Seattle. 
Sometimes what seems like a simple decision of no great consequence leads to significant 
changes in our lives. In 1973 Jane and I were knocking around the country in a homebuilt 
VW camper. We got to St Helena in April and decided weôd found paradise, but because 
we had friends in Seattle decided to pay them a visit. In 1992 I traded a Fiat Spyder and 

some cash for an Alfa Spider. The Alfa had a roll bar and harnesses, which seemed like 
nice safety items at the time, but I didnôt buy it because I wanted a track car. So those 
slight changes in direction has brought me to a very different place. Now once a month I 
get to write something for this column instead of making millions selling you over priced 
wine.  

So what does this have to do with Aprilôs Pacific Raceways track day?  Iôll get there in just a bit but first a quick rundown on the event. In a word, cold.  
Damn those Brazilian butterflies. Maybe when you read this, spring will really have arrived and we can forget April. Our newl y i mplemented on - line 
registration went well. We had a decent sized turnout and 10 Alfas for the all Alfa run group. Letôs all give a round of thanks to the Comp Committee, 
turn workers, and instructors for their efforts on behalf of the club. Now back to the butterflies. I came out with the inten t o f instructing but ended up 

on the other end. I had figured Iôd run in the two all Alfa run groups and that would do it. I hadnôt even put on track tires figuring on only doing some 
parade laps at speed. Well I did go out in the first A -group just to test the waters and came back with some green water on my r ight foot. I cleaned 
things up and made sure the heater valve was securely shut; let her idle for a while and no more coolant seemed to leak. So w hil e sitting there in pre 
grid for the Alfa session, Phil Edwards asks if he could go for a ride. You didnôt know that Phil was an agent of Brazilian butt erflies did you? Next thing I 
know heôs handing me an earpiece and mike to shove up under my helmet. For several laps I got a refresher course then the heater  core really let go. 
So after coming in; cutting a hose and shorting the heater out of the loop, cleaning up, well why not go out again?  Phil poi nte d out   several things I 
wasnôt doing very well and one way to approach 3A worth a couple of car lengths over the óproperô line. Iôm starting to get it b ut Iôm still pinching off 

corners and not unwinding the wheel soon enough. Next thing I know Iôve screwed it in 5A and gotten loose. I managed to keep her  from going around 
but still put two wheels off and suffered a small dent in the left rear quarter panel. A difference in input can have a major  di fference in direction in turn 
5. Get too much weight on that right front tire and the left rear gets too light but Iôm not blaming Brazilian butterflies on th at. The important thing 
here, I wasnôt scratching my head wondering what the cr@p did I do wrong? I had some one along who had a very good idea. We came  in, looked the 
car over, got a pebble out from under the rim, talked it over, and went out again. I got one more lap and a chance to put thi ngs  right before the 
session and day ended. Now I canôt wait for June and our Wednesday evening PR session. Come join us at the next track day on May  23 rd  at 

Bremerton. If you havenôt been out in a while grab one of our instructors (apparently not me) and get a skills tune up. As for t he heater core, the 
blower didnôt work anyway. Letôs hope it gets warmer in May. Now where did I put Daron Walkerôs phone number? 

Keep the revs up,     Emmo  



NWARC Meeting at Ferrari & Maserati of Seattle -   May 13   Come 

talk about Alfaôs return... we think the Perrinaôs have the latest scoop. 

Details on page 4.  

Mille Miglia Historica  Brescia Italy -   May 15 ð17    Yeah, I knowé most of 

us arenôt going but it is fun to think of the great Alfas being driven. 

SOVREN Spring Sprints  Pacific Raceways -   May 17 ð18   The vintage 

club puts on a snow free 2 day event in Kent.    

NWARC Lapping Day  Bremerton  -    May 23   Sharing the track with 

the SHO club on a great Spring day for driving.  See pages 20, 21 for the 

scoop and get signed up to be there to drive or help.  

 

 NW Club News...  

Events Planned for May 13th, 15 ð18th, 23rd  

 National News                  Past and Future excitement  
National Convention  2008 -  Chicago   June 18 ðJune 22:  With this 
being the 50th anniversary of AROC, the Chicago team is seeking input 
from those of you who were around during the early years of the club.  A 
couple of our members match this criteria.  Theyôd like you to write a 

short essay on your experiences in the club, and submit your material by  
April 30 to be included in the printed program.  
 

E-mail any submissions to Chuck King,   chas_a_king@yahoo.com.  
   

Alfa Romeo unveils the Mi.To.  Itôs small and fast and, if rumors are 

true, itôs coming to the USA.   Go to Page 7 and enjoy. 

 Letters to the Editor  

Got feedback... Got ideas... Want to write an articleé  Appreciate a     
person or an event?    Write to me!  

Send an e -mail to:  editor@nwalfaclub.com  
 
Send snail ðmail to:  Editor  10316 Elliott Road  Snohomish  WA  98296  

Gordy ñNicola the Jackalopeò gets immortalized in cartoonland driving a modified JrZ.                    
Cartoon by Jerry Quinlisk  



May Club Meetingé. Board Members   

President  
David Emerson  
4243 51st Avenue NE  
Seattle, WA  98105  
(206) 634 2983  
dj.emerson@comcast.net  
 
Vice President  
Tom Mous  
595 SW Mount Cedar Drive  
Issaquah, WA  98027  
(425) 391 6429  
Thomas.a.mous@boeing.com  
 
Secretary  
Harry Reed  
8111 184th St. SW  
Edmonds, WA  98026  
harryreed@access4less.net  
 
Treasurer  
Ron Calkins  
PO Box 33512  
Seattle, WA  98133  
(206) 940 2471  
ron_calkins@hotmail.com  
 

Committee Directors   

TUESDAY -  May 13th, 2008  

6:30 PM -  9:30 PM  

 

 

 

 

Ferrari & Maserati of Seattle 
1401  12th  Avenue             

Seattle,  WA  98122  

www.ferrariofseattle.com  
 

Please join us for an evening at  
Ferrari & Maserati of Seattle, courtesy of 

our hosts, the Perrinas.   They have a long 
Alfa Romeo history in our region.  Most of 
us remember back to their days in 
Bellevue.  
 
Once again they will be opening their 
dealership for NWARC.  

We hope they can tell us when the 8C 
Competizione and other Alfas models will 
arrive at American dealerships.  The new 
Alfa Romeo signage may even be on their 
building when we arrive.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
See you there!  
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of 
every month.  

Beautiful road and amazing cars.    

http://www.carmagazine.co.uk/Video/Search -Results/Video/Features/From -Monaco - to -Modena -1/  

Interesting online movie  

Activities  
Merril Gordon  
(206) 290 4704  
mgordon_gtv6@msn.com  
 
Competition  
Dave Kingstone  
14614 72nd Place NE  
Kenmore, WA  98028  
(425) 823 9031  
dave.kingstone@baesystems.com  

 
Membership  
Mirko Freguia  
Mirko@copperfin.com  
(425) 898 0232 x100  
__________________________  
 
Iniezione Editor  
Fred Russell  

editor@nwalfaclub.com  

(Proofed by J. Duke)  
 
Technical Editor  
Wes Ingram  
15613 ñCò Peterson Road 
Burlington, WA  98233  
(360) 707 5701  
wing@nwlink.com  

Club Liasons  

Italian Car Club of British Columbia  
Fritz Duernberger (604) 988 7904  
 
Society of Vintage Racing  
Enthusiasts (SOVREN)  
Steve Schaeffer (206) 789 9317  
 
Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Oregon  
Dan Sommers (503) 649 6735  
 

www.nwalfaclub.com  

 

The Iniezione is the monthly newsletter of 
the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club, a non -profit 
organization of Alfa Romeo  enthusiasts. 

NWARC is a     regional chapter of the 
national Alfa Romeo Owners Club (AROC). 
Chapter meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every month except December.  
Membership dues are $63 per year, which 
includes subscriptions to the Iniezione and 
the national publication, Alfa Owner. For 

information about joining the club, contact 
the membership director, whose name 
appears on the previous page.  
 
Opinions expressed in the Iniezione are 
those of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the club.  

Publication of articles describing technical 

procedures does not constitute an 

endorsement by the club, its officers, or 

AROC. It is the responsibility of the person 

performing any   procedure to accept all 

consequences of his or her actions.  



After a quick official meeting, our hosts gave the crowd of around 
40 members, a great tour through amazing cars and toys.  In 
addition to being an Aston Martin and Lotus dealer they have 
added  the Dutch supercar; Spyker.  The Spyker with itôs Audi V8 

was a rare and beautiful treat.  A blue Lamborghini Diablo 
begged us to test drive ité we caught Mirko trying to do that 
anyway.  A Porsche Carrera GT in the show room matched the 
beautiful one a member drove to the meeting.  The team behind 
Park Place has done a fantastic job creating this showplace and 
the stable of great cars is a testament to this.   If you missed the 
meeting, wander down to Park Place Inc. in Bellevue, ask for 

Shannon or Ross, the Alfa guys, who will show you the place and 

the inventory! Fred R  

 Park Place Tour and April Club Meeting...  

Mirko discovers that the Lambo 

is almost as exciting as an Alfa.  

The Kingstones found the Aston Martins  


