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Conventional Wisdom!         Veloce nel Verde   Portland 2009  

   In This Issue:  

Portland had the Alfa magnets powered up and it drew cars and 

Alfisti from all across the country.  Connecticut, Florida, Virginia, 

Tennessee, Texas, Michigan, Maine and plenty more came to join 

the west coast people attending this event.  Many who travelled 

the farthest were even newbies to AROC conventions with some 

seeing the NW for the first time.  The weather was hot and sunny 

the whole time but other than probably causing a power outage at 

the hotel for a couple hours, it wasnôt a problem.   

 

The AROO pre - tour was held on the Sunday ðTuesday before the 

convention and wandered up the beautiful Columbia River Gorge, 

then used the Maryhill Loops Road and up through southern Wash-

ington past a number of 

dormant and semi active 

volcanoes.  They had a 

great mix of cars driving 

this route from Jr Z, 

Montreal, 164, spiders, 

GTV6, and a Duetto.  

 

Come Wednesday the Board Meeting went well, but a bit long.  The good 

part was that Kentucky made a great bid for hosting the convention in 

2011 and was selected.  Horse country and Alfas should mix well.  Brewster Thack-

eray was elected our new AROC President.  Another good part was they swore in the 

new board membersé Gordy Hyde joins Joe Faherty on the National Board!  Congrats 

Gordy!  The bad part was the meeting lasted a long time.  So long that it ran over 

the top of the newsletter editors meetingé oh 

well.   

 

The welcome party , and subsequent impromptu 

hallway, lobby, and parking lot gatherings are real 

highlights of the convention.   The Alfa Romeo 

community is a great bunch of people with a di-

verse background.  Glenn (Heavy Metal Alfa) with 

his background of playing in the group Foghat, 

Mike Hemsley, Brian Shorey, Jerry Quinlisk (Alfa 
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Artist), and many others all hanging together, laughing, talking cars, life, and perhaps drink-

ing a beer or two.  

 

Thursday started with options of a road rally, tours to the coast, or the track Event.  Those 

who attended track event had a great time in the sun enjoying many great Alfas, including a 

TZ, Monza, a 8cCompetizione.  The evening held an Italian dinner which included taking bus 

loads of folks to a great restaurant in downtown Portland, where they closed the street and 

enjoyed great food and a European atmosphere.  

  

Friday had more tours, good crowds wandering the vendor spaces, and seminars.  One event 

to not miss was the tour of Ron Tonkinôs 

private car collection .  Tonkini, as Ferrari 

called him, gave us an emotional tour of 

each car and the story behind it.  He had 

us all riveted with the connection he had to 

each special car.   The suds & suds car 

wash was also a fun place to hang outé 

how often do you get to see so many, and such varied Alfa Romeos and funny people laughing 

and simply enjoying the day.  Later, I headed to dinner with a car load of Alfisti to a fantastic 

little French restaurant in the Alberta districté Le Petit Provence was very, very good.  (So 

good I ate there twice!)  

 

Saturday AM had the roads filled with the clean Alfa Romeos heading across the Co-

lumbia River to the concourse event .  Held on the dry grass of a small airfield / air 

museum, it had something for almost everyone and drew in people who were just 

passing by.  Good crowds, young and old came by to enjoy the cars and ask ques-

tion.    

 

A beautiful 6c2600 owned by Tim Wyman  and driven down from Vancouver BC, won 

Peopleôs Choice against some tough competition of Jon Shirleyôs ó38 8c2900 and 

Richard Ames ô29 6c1750.  

 

I knew AROO was famous for their annual Time - Speed - Distance rally series and 

when the Veloce nel Verde schedule included a training session for rally neophytes, I 

immediately went looking for a navigator. Enrique Zuniga, a friend from the AlfaBB 

was the first to volunteer. Enrique needed to learn about rallying because it is one of events he will be managing as co -chair o f the 2012 Con-

vention in Lexington, Kentucky. The rally school coincided with the AROC Board meeting on Wednesday so we were immediately fu rth er disad-

vantaged. ñWhat the hey?ò we said, ñHow hard can these things be anyway?ò (Stay tuned!) 

 

So a half -confused navigator and a totally unaware driver showed up in the Zagato at the ñout-coneò in the hotel parking lot on Thursday, armed 

with stop -watch, calculator, and high hopes. The Zôs metric speedometer only added two additional calculations to each direction that our com-

Ron Tonkin giving us a guided tour!  
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petitors did not have to perform. We should have brought an extra ounce of sense of direction too, when we discovered we made  a wrong turn 

at the very first opportunity. (And this was the ñeasyò rally!!) Both navigator and driver agreed with the decision, so at least  the relationship did 

not start out on the wrong foot. Recovering rapidly, and driving like it, we continued on, bravely making decisions at every opp ortunity, even 

fortuitously slowing just before approaching a motorcycle policeman on the side of the road. This first rally rambled around hil lsides and agricul-

tural areas ending in Battleground, WA. Having no inkling of how we did relative to the other nine competitors allowed us to bli ndly continue the 

following day, with the second event.  Friday we showed up with renewed enthusiasm and perhaps a touch of cockiness inspired by knowing that 

we had not gotten completely lost the day before. This second event took us up and down the hills north and west of Portland and  we gained 

confidence as we passed check point after check point thinking our times were close to spot on. Upon encountering some of the  check point 

workers that evening in the hotel, we were told weôre ñdoing well.ò 

The final event in the series had an 8:00 a.m. start time which I found to be a bit of a handicap as I was not given the oppo rtu nity to have my 

usual quart of morning coffee. We were encouraged to discover there would only be seven entrants this day. Unfortunately a co upl e of local 

ñringersò had been last-minute entries. We were on time and on course until given a direction to ñTurn right into Chevron station (may be hard 

to see).ò Damned right ï it could have been written ñImpossible to see.ò Having wasted only about ten minutes finding the correct Chevron sta-

tion, we were supposedly back on course and headed east ñtoward The Dallesò. We drove around up and down the hills west of Multn omah Falls, 

again passing checkpoints and calmly watching other Alfas going by us in the opposite direction. ñWell, theyôre lostò, we said k nowingly, until we 

received a phone call from a worker at the last check point asking us if we had given up. When we admitted we had not, we wer e t old that we 

should, because we were going to be late for the awards luncheon. Disappointment reigned supreme in the little Zagato as we e xce eded posted 

speed limits westbound on I -84.  

 

Final results ï Second in ñThe Marriageò and third in the series, which probably was not too shabby for a couple of guys who see each other once 

a year at the Convention and had NO previous TSD rallye experience. Just before the trophy presentations, we learned that the  Rallymaster had 

dubbed these three events as, ñThe Kissò, ñThe Marriageò, and ñThe Divorceò. If only we had known sooner, we could have each ret ained attor-

neys in advance.  

 

Anybody who spends any amount of time around me knows that two of the things 

that I truly enjoy are gimmick rallies and challenges. When I discovered that 

Doug Zaitz and Char Sommers were setting up the gimmick rally for Veloce nel 

Verde, I took that as a challenge. You see, Doug and Char finished first in Chicago 

last year narrowly edging out the team of Hyde, Faherty, and AROC legal counsel 

George Pezold. Joe and I figured that given Chicagoôs history, having an attorney 

along could not hurt. This year, lawyers were optional, but engineering expertise 

probably could have helped.  

 

Phil Edwards and I had entered the Skagit Valley MG Tulip Rallye many times as 

competitors and he always seemed to have fun ï besides he and I were ñrooming 

togetherò so it seemed natural that we would pair up for this event. Phil had never 

attended a National Convention (well, except the Potlatch, and he and I were both 

a little busy there) so Iôm not certain that he knew what he was in for.  

We picked up our directions and the rally masters permitted us and the other par-

ticipants to peruse them before we set out. I understand the Emersons saw the 

directions and decided to retire to their room and take a nap.  
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Now, those of you who were fortunate enough to attend the Portland Convention know that it was HOT.  

I suggested that Phil and I instead take the automatic shift, air - conditioned, Quadri -Ford - lio that I had 

brought for just such a contingency. While getting the keys from my room, as an afterthought I grabbed 

the complimentary calendar featuring the bridges of Portland and had been handed out at the registra-

tion table. We were handsomely rewarded by that genius stroke, as many of the questions on the rally 

concerned the numerous bridges in the area.  

We went west first, then southwest, up hills and down, through residential areas and the Rose Garden 

as we were challenged by puzzles in English and Italian (what 

is a ócamina volante ô?). We thoroughly enjoyed some wonder-

ful sights of the ñRose Cityò but kept the prize in sight. Then 

through parts of downtown and the Burnside district, crossing 

rivers and bridges aplenty, did we go. Finally, almost fifty miles later, and blessing the air - conditioning 

we returned to the hotel and turned in our rally sheets. The wait began.  

 

Sunday at the awards banquet Doug first announced third place, then second, and though our names 

were not announced, Phil and I were certain we had not missed a sign, taken a wrong turn, or miss -

named a bridge. Doug and Char also included a question that 

might have only been answered by participants in the Chicago 

and Tulsa rallys, so I was gaining confidence every moment. 

Finally it came time to announce the winner and Doug an-

nounced that THREE teams had each missed one question, 

gotten both of the bonus questions right, and driven the same 

number of miles which was the tie -breaker. They could do 

nothing else but award three first -place trophies.  

When asked our secret, Phil responded, ñWe cheated.ò I have 

absolutely NO idea where that came from, but Iôm thinking he 

might make a good navigator next year in Frederick, Mary-

land!    By Fred R   Most photos by J. Michael Hemsley.  
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Harry  

Presidentôs Column                                 By Harry Reed  

A SPLENDID ALFA JULY!  
 

Our July 11 meeting / car show / drive / picnic went well. We had a good turn out of Alfaôs at the Redmond Town Center.  At one time we had 18 

Alfaôs there. If you want to look at some cool cars and do some car talk, The Car and Coffee meet every Saturday AM, 8:30 to 10: 30 at The Red-

mond Town Center is the place to be. The looking and parking are free.  

 

The National Convention was a wonderful collection of Alfaôs and People that spoke Alfa. The weather was good and considering th e economy the 

attendance was right. I left home at 5:30 AM on Friday drove up the Northeast side of Mt. Rainier and down the South side on FR 25. What a great 

road, lots of shade, curves and no traffic. The shade was good as the temperature was climbing into the 80ôs by the time I hit t he flat lands. I drove 

323 miles to get to Portland, but only about 10 miles on I -5, another great top down drive.  

 

There were many Convention stories, but this one tells you how nice Alfa people are. I hooked up with NWARC member Michael Ka y l ate Friday af-

ternoon. We looked at some cars, went over to the Suds and Suds car wash. Michael washed his car and then we had a couple of Sud s. We both 

went to the Ingram Enterprises Inc. Tech Session. As usual Wes and Herb put on a great session, even after the hotel lost all  electrical power, as 

did the entire Jantzen Beach area, one could say the Tech Session lasted well into the dark!  The temperature outside was now  well into the 90ôs.  

Michael suggested we take a cab to downtown Portland and find the great Italian restaurant that lots of people were raving ab out . With air -

conditioning of course!  A couple in the parking lot heard our discussion about a cab and volunteered to drive us to the Rest aur ant. The couple was 

not from Portland, but Eugene OR, they felt that they could find there way around well enough. We used every electronic devic e k nown to man but 

could not come up with the address, as we had the wrong restaurant name.  A half -hour of driving has now gone by, Michael sugges ts we get out 

and find another Italian restaurant in the city.  We thanked our generous Alfa friends and departed their fine company. We sa w a  gentleman stand-

ing on the corner who looked Italian, we asked if he knew of a good Italian restaurant near by? He said the best Italian rest aur ant in Portland was 

three blocks away, off we went.  He was right, and we had a great meal. The couple that drove us around Portland in the rush hou r traffic were just 

nice people. There seemed to be a lot of nice people at the convention.  

 

Our Track event went well on July 22. Thanks again, to Herb Sanborn who stepped forward to be our Track Master. We had our us ual  core of volun-

teers plus some new faces, which gave us enough women/man power to make it all work. Thanks to all the volunteers.  

 

Our next Track day at PR is August 27, come on out and drive or help run the Big Show.  

 

See you on a back road     Ciao,  Harry  

Pasta Nova  

17310 140th Ave NE  
Woodinville, WA 98072  

(425) 483 - 3716  
 

www.pastanovaitaliano.com  
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News For Alfistié        Sailboats & Rental MiTos 

The super maxi sailboat, Alfa 

Romeo, crossed the finish line in 

the 2009 Transpac just after mid-

night on Saturday 11 July Hawaii 

time, with an elapsed time of 5 

days, 14 hours and 36 minutes, 

beating the previous race record 

by one day, one hour, 27 minutes 

and 51 seconds. The 2225 nautical 

mile race goes from Los Angeles to 

Hawaii.  

"It was a very good race, no prob-

lems, other than having back 

down to clear litter from the keel 

and the rudder,' said Skipper / 

Owner Neville Crichton at the fin-

ish of his first US race. "The high-

light? Crossing the line in Hawaii, 

winning the race and smashing the 

race record. Alfa Romeo performed 

faultlessly, taking everything that 

the race threw at her in her 

stride."  

Though arriving at midnight, they were greeted by a number of vintage 

Alfa Romeos. Neville was to ride in a Giulia Super but the front passenger 

door would not open.  Showing the quick resilience theyôd shown sailing 

there, he quickly climbed in through the window for the ride to the hotel.  

 

MiTo rental cars in Italy .  One of our NWARC members just returned 

from a trip to Italy.  

They had good 

ñCarmaò going for 

them as they showed 

up at the desk for 

their rental car in 

Romeé an Alfa MiTo 

was theirs to enjoy in 

Italy, for two weeks!  

Great job Bill & Judy 

Gehring!  

 Club Liaisons Board Members   

Italian Car Club of British Columbia  

Fritz Duernberger (604) 988 7904  

 

Society of Vintage Racing  

Enthusiasts (SOVREN)  

Steve Schaeffer (206) 789 9317  

 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Oregon  

Dan Sommers (503) 274 0064  

 

www.nwalfaclub.com  

 

The Iniezione is the monthly newsletter of the 

Northwest Alfa Romeo Club, a non -profit organi-

zation of Alfa Romeo  enthusiasts. NWARC is a     

regional chapter of the national Alfa Romeo 

Owners Club (AROC). Chapter meetings are held 

the second Tuesday of every month except De-

cember.  

Membership dues are $63 per year, which in-

cludes subscriptions to the Iniezione and the 

national publication, Alfa Owner. For information 

about joining the club, contact the membership 

director, whose name appears on the previous 

page.  

 

Opinions expressed in the Iniezione are those of 

the  author and do not necessarily reflect those 

of the club.  Publication of articles describing 

technical procedures does not constitute an en-

dorsement by the club, its officers, or AROC. It is 

the responsibility of the person performing any   

procedure to accept all consequences of his or 

her actions.  
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