
   

 

 

      Iniezione  
October 2008   

 

The newsletter of the Northwest Alfa Romeo Club  

* October Speed Zoneé.pg 2      

* Newsééééé.é..é...pg 3 

* October meeting é.....pg 4        

* Holiday Partyé... é....pg 6                     

* Convertibles Onlyéé..pg 8                        

* Fall Touréééééé....pg 9  

* 2008 Half Lapééé...pg 11         

* Driverôs Schoolééé.pg 15           

* Festa Italianaéé.é. Pg 17 

* Electionsééééé....pg 18 

* Pacific Track dayé... pg 21 

* Calendaréééééé..pg 23 

  In This Issue:  

Half Fast Lap 2008  Miles of fun!  

    Next events...                           
*  Club Meeting éé..é.. Oct 14 
*  Driverôs SchoolééééOct 25 
*  Club Elections ééééNov 11 

*  Holiday Partyé.ééééDec 6 



2  

October Speed Zone  

October brings a slow down in the Alfa tour side of club activity 

but we have a strong lineup of interesting visits for the remainder 

of the year. Daron and Cyndi Walker of Vintage Customs host our 

October general meeting on Tuesday night, October 14 th . They did 

this last year for one of the best attended monthly meetings of the 

year. Itôs a chance for our south sound members to have some 

contact with the club without facing the dreaded drive to Seattle. 

In November we try to top that with a meeting in Jon Shirleyôs 

garage on Tuesday evening, November 11 th. Weôve been blessed 

that Jon has been so generous towards the club. His garage equals 

any private automotive museum you might get the chance to visit 

in Europe. You donôt want to miss this opportunity. In December 

we have our Holiday Party instead of a regular club meeting and 

once again we visit The Museum of Flight on Saturday, December 

6 th . Remember the museum is included with the party. You can 

visit anytime from 10 in the morning until the party starts at 6 PM. 

You can visit in the day, go home, and come back later. So you 

now have three dates circled on your calendar, blackberry, or 

whatever.  

The October meeting starts our election process for next yearôs 

officers with the opening of nominations. The November meeting 

brings the close of nominations and voting. After two years as 

president Iôm stepping down and letting someone else take a shot. 

I intend to stay involved most likely by putting together a tour or 

some other sort of activity. The president gets to write this column 

each month, preside over the monthly meetings and board 

meetings, and only worries when some other officer or committee 

chair has to step down for some reason. With a good board behind 

you other than writing a monthly column most of the time 

commitment comes from attending Alfa Club events, all and all a 

Presidentôs Column 
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Ferrari & Maserati of Seattleé yes, they are still waiting for their load 

of Alfa 8cCompetizione to arrive.  I feel like chicken little, but one day, Iôm 
going to be able to have arrival news in this spot.  Unfortunately, your 
eyes may have glazed over by then and youôll miss it.   Hummmm, whatôs 

a chicken to do.  
 
Club meeting at Daron and Cyndi Walkerôs, Vintage Customs in 
Auburn.  This should be a great gathering again.  Easy drive for those in 
the south, and a tough, but well worth it drive from the north!  See Page 
4.  
 

Though the national elections are getting most of the media attention, 
this publication will focus more on the club elections .  This year, our club 
elections will be held on Tuesday, November 11th .  The location is a 
treaté Jon Shirleyôs great collection.  Come snack, drink, nominate, 
volunteer, vote, and view!  
 

Holiday Party for NWARC signup is now open!  Once again, we will hold 
our Holiday Party at the Museum of Flight.  The date is set for December 
6th.  Nowôs you time to donate items for the silent auction, decide what 
you want to eat, and locate those nice Alfa clothes.  More on Page X.  
 
September was very generous with the weather  this year, giving us 
perfect days for the Track, Half Lap, Festa, and Terry Larsenôs Fall Tour.   

 
Alfa 8cCompetizione gets first and Alfa Brera third in the online car 
magazine; Jalopnik for Most Beautiful Cars sold today.  For more details 

go to:   http://jalopnik.com/  

 

Front cover photo by Taylor Russell.  

 News, events, and more!  

 Presidentôs column contôd... 

fairly soft job. Just keep your all volunteer board happy. We have 

other ways to get you involved with the operation of the club. 

Raise you hand for some way you feel like contributing and there 

could be a shuffle to accommodate you.  

Looking back at September the fall tour gave participants three 

spectacular days, maybe the last real days of summer. Great 

roads, some scenic, some fast, interesting museum visits, close 

encounters with the Rolls/Bentley set, and especially great 

company, hats off to Harry, Gordy, and Fred for organizing a 

terrific drive.  

Dave  



4  

 

Club jackets are availableé even in Red.  The colors are (second color 

is the trim): black/black, forest green/navy, imperial blue/navy, navy/

forest green, khaki/forest green, slate grey/midnight, and red/forest 

green. The red has been discontinued . However, the company 

still has some in all sizes .  

After several people (me included) said that they wanted to have a 

club jacket and reviewing the options with Tony Schmid, AJS Design, 

we decided that the jacket that many people bought several years ago 

was still the good choice. The choice is a lightweight three -pocket 

nylon jacket with storm flap and outer placket. It will be have the club 

logo embroidered on the back, your first name on the right front side 

and factory logo and script on the left front. The sizes available are 

from S -3XL. The jacket runs about one size larger than normal. 

Several club members have the jacket. Therefore you might be able 

to try one on for sizing. The cost will be about $65 each if at least 6 

jackets are ordered. Right now I know of 4 people who want one (me 

included). If you are interested, let me know at 

dj.emerson@comcast.net or 206 -634 -2983. Thanks, Jane Emerson  

October Club Meeting at Vintage Customs in Auburn 

Tuesday -  October 11th, 2008                                      

6:30 PM  Tour   Food & Social Hour                   

7:30 PM  Meeting and Shop Tour  

VINTAGE CUSTOMS  1520 Pike St. NW #5  Auburn, WA  

253 -735 -1616  http://www.vintagecustoms.net/  

 
For the October club meeting, we will meet at Vintage Customs,  
specialists in European automobile restoration.   Daron and Cyndi Walker 
are hosting us once again in their shop.   Have a look at  
their website to see pictures of several of the restoration projects,  
past and present.   The Walkers will be very enthusiastic about telling you 

the stories behind  these projects when we tour the shop!  
Food & refreshments will be provided, courtesy of the club.  See you 
there!  
 
Directions:  

From I -5. Take exit 147 to S 272nd St. Head east at S 272nd St.  
S 272nd St makes an S turn and becomes S 277th St. Continue on S 

277th St.  Turn right at W Valley Hwy S. Turn right at 15th St NW. Turn 
right at Pike St NW.  
  
Meetings are usually held the second Tuesday of every month.  

 Club Jacketsé get ôem while theyôre Red hot! 
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  Club Liaisons  Board Members   

Committee Directors   

Italian Car Club of British Columbia  
Fritz Duernberger (604) 988 7904  
 
Society of Vintage Racing  
Enthusiasts (SOVREN)  
Steve Schaeffer (206) 789 9317  
 
Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Oregon  
Dan Sommers (503) 649 6735  
 

www.nwalfaclub.com  

 

The Iniezione is the monthly 
newsletter of the Northwest 
Alfa Romeo Club, a non -profit 

organization of Alfa Romeo  
enthusiasts. NWARC is a     
regional chapter of the national 
Alfa Romeo Owners Club 
(AROC). Chapter meetings are 

held the second Tuesday of 
every month except December.  

Membership dues are $63 per 
year, which includes 
subscriptions to the Iniezione 
and the national publication, 
Alfa Owner. For information 
about joining the club, contact 
the membership director, 

whose name appears on the 
previous page.  
 
Opinions expressed in the 
Iniezione are those of the    
author and do not necessarily 

reflect those of the club.  

Publication of articles 

describing technical procedures 

does not constitute an 

endorsement by the club, its 

officers, or AROC. It is the 

responsibility of the person 

performing any   procedure to 

accept all consequences of his 

or her actions.  

President  
David Emerson  
4243 51st Avenue NE  
Seattle, WA  98105  
(206) 634 2983  
dj.emerson@comcast.net  
 
Vice President  
Tom Mous  
595 SW Mount Cedar Drive  
Issaquah, WA  98027  
(425) 391 6429  
Thomas.a.mous@boeing.com  
 
Secretary  
Harry Reed  
8111 184th St. SW  
Edmonds, WA  98026  
harryreed@access4less.net  
 
Treasurer  
Ron Calkins  
PO Box 33512  
Seattle, WA  98133  
(206) 403 3445  
ron_calkins@hotmail.com  
 
 
 
Activities  
Merril Gordon  
(206) 290 4704  
mgordon_gtv6@msn.com  
 
Competition  
Dave Kingstone  
14614 72nd Place NE  
Kenmore, WA  98028  
(425) 823 9031  
dave.kingstone@baesystems.com  

 
Membership  
Mirko Freguia  
Mirko@copperfin.com  
(425) 898 0232 x100  
__________________________  
 
Iniezione Editor  
Fred Russell  

editor@nwalfaclub.com  
 
Technical Editor  
Wes Ingram  
15613 ñCò Peterson Road 
Burlington, WA  98233  
(360) 707 5701  
wing@nwlink.com  
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Saturday, December 6, 2008   5:00 PM  

The Museum of Flight                                                           
9404 East Marginal Way South                                                 

Seattle, WA  

Itôs not too early to send in your reservation to the annual NWARC 

annual holiday party and silent auction.  We will be returning to 

the Museum of Flightôs beautiful Skyline Room.  This is the biggest 

social event of the Alfa year and we look forward to seeing all of 

you there. The Silent Auction will open for bidding at 5 pm as well 

as complimentary hors dôoeuvres and a no-host bar. You may wish 

to tour the gallery from 10 am until 6 pm (FREE for party 

attendees) and then join the fun at the auction tables. Dinner will 

be served at 7.  

After dinner we will honor the outstanding achievements of our 

directors, committee chairpersons and event organizers for all 

their hard work this past year. Fred Russell will finish the evening 

with the announcement of his choice for the 2008 Alfisti of the 

Year award.  

 

Annual Holiday Party Sponsors & Silent Auction 

Donors (and why we love them)  

The success of this holiday tradition is directly proportionate to the 

generosity of our sponsors and silent auction donors. This year we 

will be calling on them again to help us, knowing that the response 

will be a resounding ñyes.ò Each year after the party we send our 

sponsors and donors a special thanks, but the best way we can all 

show our appreciation is to use their services, buy their products, 

and support them in their endeavors. Our silent auction donors 

and party sponsors are truly our heroes.  

For questions about the Holiday Party or contributing to the silent 

auction, contact:  

Jane Emerson (206 -634 -2983, dj.emerson@comcast.net) or     

Rita Ingram (360 -707 -0154, ritaingram@comcast.net).  

 2008 NWARC ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY           

AND SILENT AUCTION  
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 2008 NWARC ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY           

AND SILENT AUCTION  

 

Name(s)  _______________________________________  

E- mail address  __________________________________  

Phone   _____________  

$40.00 per person (Please chose an entrée for each person.)  

_______ Roasted Salmon with Lemon Chive Cream Sauce  

_______ Roasted Pork Loin Medallions stuffed with Cornbread, 

topped with Sour Cherry Demi Glace  

_______ Artichoke, Goat Cheese, Wild Mushrooms & Spinach 

Strudel with Balsamic Reduction Sauce  

Also included: Salad of Mixed Field Greens with Caramelized 

Walnuts, Roasted Red Peppers, Bleu Cheese & Balsamic 

Vinaigrette; Herb roasted Red Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables; and 

Vanilla Bean Crème Brûlèe with fresh Berries  

Make checks payable to NWARC and then mail 

payment and choices to:  

NWARC Party                                                                  
C/O  Ron Calkins                                                            

PO Box 33512                                                               

Seattle, WA. 98133  

Or use Visa/MC Card# 

_____________________________________exp._______  

Or use our new online option at:  

 http://nwarc.motorsportreg.com/.  

It is easy. You will need to create a MotorsportReg.com 
account. You do not have to answer all the questions, as you 

need for registering for the NWARC track events. Just name, 
address, phone number, email address, emergency 

information. (MotorsportReg.com is used primarily for track 

events.)  
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 Convertibles Only Tour wrap up  
Downtown Seattle was the location making it quite different from the 

normal meeting places for our club.  We gathered at Convertibles Only 

for Les Hurlbert and his crew to educate us on the world of convertible 

tops, and even interiors (in select circumstances).  They have been in 

business for 24 years specializing in convertible top repair and 

installation.  Ken and Kim both talked about the differing jobs they 

perform while learning and working with Les.   

As part of our demonstration we learned that tops are typically made 

from cloth or vinyl.  They both last around 10 years or more, but the 

key difference is that the vinyl wears from the outside in (seams 

etcé) while the cloth looks better longer.  The bad part of cloth is that 

when it goes, it does so in a big way.  The material on tops can be 

repaired to some extent, but often the damage / repair can still be 

seen.  Mechanisms can be repaired as needed, even many very old 

tops.  Windows can be replaced when it needs to happen, but often it 

is as much as replacing the whole top.  One company Les has worked 

with, EZ -ON, sells tops for Alfaôs with a zip down rear window.   

Care is the key to a long lasting top.  Always place a towel inside the 

folded back window to keep the plastic from chafing.  Make sure the 

window folds properly with no creases.  Apply a Fabric Guard on the 

top to protect the surface and threads.   Les also recommends a 

special foam sponge to use to wipe the top that conforms to the 

texture best without scratching vinyl or plastic.   

There were many questions and answers and much more info than I 

can absorb.  Contact Les and his team for more details!  Thanks Les!  
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 Fall Touré Terry Larsen style! 

As the fog gave up itôs grip, our first view of Mt. Rainier appeared ice 

cold and blue.  The day only got better as the glorious morning sun lit 

the fields and trees with golden sunlight as we drove some great 

twisty and scenic roads around the mountain.  We stopped a couple 

times (Food, Fruit, etcé) and eventually made it back through 

Chinook Pass and the west side!  Zach would have loved the drive! 

Great dayé thanks Terry!   
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