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Half Lap of Washingtoné  3 Great Days of Wandering 

   In This Issue:  

Saturday, Day 1é By Gordy Hyde 

On the last Saturday morning of Sep-

tember a motley cast of eleven vehicles 

appeared in the parking lot of the Ren-

ton Shariôs to begin the fourth Half-Fast 

Lap. Motley, you ask? Well, the vehicles 

ranged from Jane Emersonôs ñnewò Su-

per to a Lotus Espirit to a ñQuadri-Ford -

lio pickup to Walter Sullivan in the 

2009 Alfa Spider. After a brief time to 

socialize we headed off to Enumclaw 

where the numbers increased as we 

were joined by the Larsonôs GTV, the 

Schmidôs 

Spider, 

and the 

Mous 

clan in 

their 

family 

sedan. The weather cooperated and permitted top -down touring through Mt. Rain-

ier, over Chinook Pass and on to Yakima.  (...and undermining the hillside next to 

Hwy 410 which collapsed and blocked the Hwy within a week or so after they went 

past.  Ed.)  

 

Shannon Lowôs brother owns the delightful bakery ñEssenciaò right in downtown 

Yakima and we enjoyed a positively wonderful lunch of delicious soups and sand-

wiches followed by wine sampling and some complimentary pastries. Thanks 

Ryan! Your hospitality was very well received and Iôm certain that many of us will 
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Half Lap contôdé           Photos by Dave Emerson & Gordy Hyde  

be back whenever our wanderings take us through Yakima.  

 

Some of our numbers took the ñshort routeò and returned to Seattle via 

Canyon Road and Snoqualmie Pass. Others continued south and east 

for wine tasting and eastern Washington road sampling. Fortunately for 

those who chose the latter and followed the ñplannedò route, Alan 

Brothers from Tri -Cities 

had joined us in Yakima. 

The wine - tasting was 

good, but having a 

ñlocalò certainly came in handy as some of 

the planned roads turned out to be gravel (or 

non -existent) but Alanôs knowledge of the 

locale got us pointed in the right direction to 

the Kennewick Red Lion for the evening.  

Doug Zaitz drove down from Spokane in his 

ñHondaratiò to show us the way to a marvel-

ous Italian ristorante that was just a few 

blocks from the hotel. Anybody visiting Kennewick or the environs should keep óBella Italiaô on 

their list for a truly wonderful and authentic Italian evening.  

 

Sunday, Day 2   by Harry Reed  

 

We left our Kennewick motel at 9 AM with Alan Brothers as our tour leader.  We were 

guided over some great back roads on the way to Walla Walla. Gordy Hyde, Tom Mous 

and family left the group. Gordy went grape crushing at a friendôs winery while the Mous 

family went exploring Fort Walla Walla and a few other places. The group of four cars de-

cided to drive Southeast into Oregon.  

 

Merril and Heidi Gordon became our tour leaders followed by the Emersonôs, Alan Broth-

ers and myself. Our path took us to Elgin, OR. where Merril was born and raised. We 

drove on the back roads with a rest stop at Minam State Recreation Area, where I 

checked the water level of the river.  Minam is the put - in place for me and my son on 

their annual raft trip. Then it was off on route 82 continuing southeast. It was time to find 

a lunch spot, not a lot of choices in this area but we did well, and found a nice little family 
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Half Lap contôd... 

run road side stand in Wallowa. We had a great picnic lunch in the shade, table cloth and all. The town of Wallowa is named f or the beautiful 

Wallowa Mountains whose snow melt supplies the Wallowa and Grande Ronde rivers, with ice cold water year round. River flow is  ve ry low dur-

ing this dry time of the year.  

 

We decided to leave Wallowa and head back to Walla Walla. We took a rest stop at a small general store somewhere out in the c oun try.  An 

older gentleman (about my age) came over to admire our Alfaôs and then told us about his restored American car.  Just by chance,  he had his 

photo album with restoration pictures in his truck!  

 

Returning to the Washington border some of us decided to stop and get some the less expensive OR gas. We split up here.  I de cid ed to follow 

the Gordons to a winery for tasting but, unfortunately, it was closed.  We checked into the motel and each found our own solu tio n for dinner.  

As I turned in for the evening, I reflected on what a great two days of driving and sighting seeing it had been, and was look ing  forward to an-

other new experience in the morning.  

Monday, Day 3  By Dave Emerson  

Harry Reed, the Mous family, Merril and Heidi Gordon, Jane and I headed north to Waitsburg then to the town of Starbucké no Star buck's in 

Starbuck, no traffic lights, no nada.  Somehow, we took a wrong turn, which is hard to do in a town with two streets.  All th is on fresh tarmac. 

From Starbuck we headed west on WA 261 to my planned rest stop, Lyon's Ferry Park by the Snake River.  Surprise, it was close d f or the sea-

son. Onward to WA 260 then WA 17 and to WA 26 and across the Columbia River at Vantage for a brief stop.  We then went up the  Vantage 

Highway.  Coming off the ridge well outside Ellensburg, we let Jane's 

new Super (she says it's hers) hit triple digits.  We slowed to legal 

speeds through Ellensburg to the Red Horse Cafe.   

Along the way Merril and Heidi headed back to the Tri -Cities for an-

other night.  The walls of Red Horse if you haven't been there are 

covered in old gas station memorabilia and make it a worthy stop.  

They could probably put it all up on eBay and retire.  (With the way 

they cook maybe they should.)  That part of central WA is also home 

to the Teapot service station, defunct but still a historic landmarké 

better than Hat 'n Boots in south Seattle.  After the Red Horse, Jane 

and I broke off and took advantage of The Elms in Sunnyside. 

Owned by Gary and Cheryl Pira, who  have put a night at their B&B 

into the Holiday Party silent auction for quite a few years now. 

Gary's an Alfa guy and Cherylôs a good cook. As the Michelin guide 

might say, "Her breakfasts are worth a detour."  A great way to fin-

ish off 3 days of Alfa wandering!  
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Presidentôs Column                                 By Harry Reed  

Splendid Alfa Stuff  

 

We finished up September with our fourth annual HALF FAST LAP OF WA. Like the other three years it was a splendid trip. This yea r we combined 

the 1/2 fast lap with Terry Larsonôs fall tour. This worked out quite well and what a great lunch we had in Yakima at the bakery  owned by the 

brother of Shannon Low... That was just the start of three Alfa days. Our thanks to Terry Larson, Gordy Hyde and the Emersonôs f or their excellent 

planning and coordination of this three day tour.  

 

On the first Saturday of the new month many of us took advantage of the good fall weather and drove up to Burlington to visit  th e new facility of 

VINTAGE CUSTOMS. Cyndi and Daron were the perfect hoists for this event. There was lots of Alfa stuff at the swap meet, I not iced a few people 

putting good things in their car. While talking with Daron I mentioned that if someone was going to start from scratch and pu t u p a restoration facil-

ity, his shop would be a great blueprint. What a fine facility, there were lots of Alfaôs in the shop are in various stages of r estoration. We were pro-

vided a fine lunch, so we all went home with full stomachs and minds full of ALFAS. I chased a few country roads on the way b ack  to Edmonds, a 

fitting way to end an ALFA day.  

 

Our October meeting was held on the West side of Lake Washington and was hoisted by Auto Salon at Leschi. Jeff Gopal the owne r a nd operator of 

the salon sure knows his stuff, it was a very informative morning. Merril Gordon was the lucky person who had his Milano deta iled by Jeff and crew. 

It looked great! We had our lowest turnout of the year for a meeting/tech session??  

 

Please mark your calendar for our November meeting.  (See page 7 of this file!) This meeting is the only real important busin ess meeting we have 

each year. Members decide who will be their officers nest year and guide the club. It is your chance to run for office and ma ke your imprint on what 

the club does in 2010. We have a lot of creative people in NWARC; this is a good time to take an officerôs position and use your  leader ship ability.  

 

We have some set dates for Pacific Raceway and are working on Bremerton, the competition committee will meet soon to plan for  th e 2010 season.  

 

The BACKROADS are getting a little wet, if we have a break in the weather, maybe I will see you there.  

 

Ciao, Harry  

Pasta Nova  

17310 140th Ave NE  
Woodinville, WA 98072  

(425) 483 - 3716  
 

www.pastanovaitaliano.com  
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Nominees for Directors to AROC Board of Directors  

The deadline for Nominees for Directors to the AROC National Board of Di-

rectors is  Midnight, CST, January 15, 2010 .    A chapter can nominate a 

person for a position on the board or any member can be nominated by 15 

or more AROC members by petition.   AROC will need a short biography 

(250 words or less ) to print in the Alfa Owner .   Any nomination biogra-

phy longer than 250 words will be edited.   If anyone is interested in run-

ning for a role as national  club Director, please contact Harry Reed, Gordy 

Hyde, or Joe Faherty.  Questionsé contact Jolene Justus, the AROC Admin-

istrator, at (816) 459 -7462.  

Team Seattle has decided to race again at Daytona!  Work is under-

way to take the team back to its roots -  the 24 Hours of Daytona in Janu-

ary.  The Team Seattle crew is hard 

at work securing funding, talking 

with potential partners, and gener-

ating new ways to raise money fo r 

Seattle Children's Hospital.  Stay 

tuned for updates.   

 

University of Washingtonôs new-

est depté  Automobili Lamborghini Advanced Composite Structures 

Laboratory (ACSL).  Lamborghini has made a substantial financial contri-

bution to the ACSL, reported to be one million dollars.  The goal being to 

further the universityôs long-time research in aeronautics and astronautics 

with partners such as The Boeing Company and the FAA, which will also 

lead to application in exotic car development.  Lamborghini intends to util-

ize the studies to develop future vehicles with lighter, stronger and more 

versatile materials.  Go Dawgsé Go Carbon Fibre!  Maybe Alfa Romeo will 

join with WWU vehicle research ???  That would be a nice rumor to start.  

 

Jon Shirley just returned from a great event in Australiaé                      

the Lobethal Grand Carnival 2009 .   Lobethal was the site of the 1939 

Australian Grand Prix had been run in the Adelaide hills area.  Jon took his 

fantastic P3 and was joined by another P3 as well as a rare Alfa 6c1500 

and the ultra rare Alfa G1.  (The only remaining G1 on the planet!)  See 

more on Page 9 of this newsletter!  

 Club Liaisons  Board Members   

Italian Car Club of British Columbia  

Fritz Duernberger (604) 988 7904  

 

Society of Vintage Racing  

Enthusiasts (SOVREN)  

Steve Schaeffer (206) 789 9317  

 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club of Oregon  

Dan Sommers (503) 274 0064  

 

www.nwalfaclub.com  

 

The Iniezione is the monthly newsletter of the 

Northwest Alfa Romeo Club, a non -profit organi-

zation of Alfa Romeo  enthusiasts. NWARC is a     

regional chapter of the national Alfa Romeo 

Owners Club (AROC). Chapter meetings are held 

the second Tuesday of every month except De-

cember.  

Membership dues are $63 per year, which in-

cludes subscriptions to the Iniezione and the 

national publication, Alfa Owner. For information 

about joining the club, contact the membership 

director, whose name appears on the previous 

page.  

 

Opinions expressed in the Iniezione are those of 

the  author and do not necessarily reflect those 

of the club.  Publication of articles describing 

technical procedures does not constitute an en-

dorsement by the club, its officers, or AROC. It is 

the responsibility of the person performing any   

procedure to accept all consequences of his or 

her actions.  

Committee Directors   

President  
Harry Reed  
8111 184th St. SW  
Edmonds, WA  98026  
arspiderq@comcast.net  
 
Vice President  
Tom Mous  
595 SW Mount Cedar Drive  
Issaquah, WA  98027  
(425) 391 6429  
Thomas.a.mous@boeing.com  
 
Secretary  
George Gibbs  
23326 55th Ave S  
Kent, WA  98032 -2817  
(206) 465 9415  

AlfaMale1@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer  
Ron Calkins  
PO Box 33512  
Seattle, WA  98133  
(206) 403 3445  
ron_calkins@hotmail.com  
 
 
 
Activities  
Merril Gordon  
(206) 290 4704  
mgordon_gtv6@msn.com  
 
Competition  
TBD 
 
 
 
Membership  
Mirko Freguia  
Mirko@copperfin.com  
(425) 898 0232 x100  
__________________________  
 
Iniezione Editor  
Fred Russell  

editor@nwalfaclub.com  
 
Technical Editor  
Wes Ingram  
15613 ñCò Peterson Road 
Burlington, WA  98233  
(360) 707 5701  
wing@nwlink.com                                                                             

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2605680&id=90111518355
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Group2 Motorsports  

Tuesday  -   November 10, 2009                                             

Shop Tour / Meeting / Elections   6:30  -   9:30 PM                   

4442B 27th Ave. West    Seattle, WA  98199  

 206 - 378 - 0900  

http://www.group2motorsports.com  

 
This will be a real treat!!  Group 2 always has 

fun projects to check out, but this 

evening will have extra items.  

There will be a number of special 

cars from some of the neighbor-

ing car collections.  Race Cars, 

Collector Cars, Fun Cars, Rare 

Carsé Its all good! 

 

In addition, Group 2 has a great collection of car books and 

DVDs to check out and buy.  One of these may be a great gift 

idea for yourself, or buy one and 

donate to the Auction Table at 

the NWARC Holiday Party.   

 

The business side of this meeting 

is the important elections weôll hold for club Presi-

dent, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  

Weôll provide Pizza, Pop, and Water... and youôll 

even have a chance to win a Door Prize.  Make sure you attend and have a voice 

in our direction and success.  See you at Group2!   

 

Monthly meetings are usually held on the  

second Tuesday of every month.   See you there!  

November NWARC Club Meeting  


